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Natural fodder speciesand analysisfor diet patternin
breeding tract of Kathani cattlein Maharasntra

SAJAL KULKARNI, SUREKHA KALE, R.L. BHAGAT, A.B. PANDE AnD D.K. KULKARNI

ABSTRACT : Most commonly available fodder species of breeding tract of Kathani cattle in Maharashtra are collected and
nutritionally analyzed and found to have protein ranging from 4.73 per cent to 13.39 per cent, fibrefrom 23.57 per cent to 34.44 per
cent, oil from 0.21 per cent to 10.21 per cent. Almost all samples have silica less than 5 per cent. This shows the tremendous
variationinlocally available fodder species. Thisalso indicate the facts of fodder speciesavailable locally which we need to tell
thefarmersto adjust the feeding quantities according to the nutritional analysisand the availability of the fodder. This small study
also shows the importance of forest in raising the cattle population with low inputs at farmers conditions.
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